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If a man live many yeers, 
and rejoyce in them all; 
yet let him remember the| 
days of darkneſs, for they; 
ſhall be many: All that com | 


eth is vanity. /_ wag 


. OV! & 


. 


Ot — — 


—_ 


LONDON, | 
Printed by A, Maxell, for as 


Baker and are to be lold ac 
the Peacock in Little. 
brittain, Anno, 
Dom. 1069, | 


_—_— 


s i TS OY 2 PT LD <a th. ART Ww CD Wow, eo ever Oe 


hen 
bein 
hat! 
fron 
F114 
hav 
aay, 
expe 
of y 
you} 
thro 


To the much Honoured, Sir 
Johz Langham,Rnight and Ba- 
ronet, 


Honoured Sir. 
IS now about ſix yeers 
| ſence, that, at your Deſire, 
and for your own private 
uſe, Tpenned the following ſhort, 
and plain DireFions; your appre- 
benſions of your approching change 
being the occaſion, For though, God 
hath been pleaſed to exempt you 
from very many of the uſual Conco- 
mitants of old Age ( ſo that you 
have not known, nor do to this 
day, what they mean, by your own 
experiences) yet the very Number 
of your Tears, and the weakneſs 
you find creeping on you, ( though, 
through Gods mercy, joyned with 
A 2 a good 


« cood meaſure of Health) cannot 
but mind you of your long Home, 
( Ecce 12.5,) andgive you to un- 
derſtand that there is but a little 
of your Glaſs to run, And as T 
2345, by your deſrre, prt HPO the 
Ii ritins of the enſuing little parece, 
to am Tnow, upon the Printing of 
it. and if it may prove more 
publickly uſeful, than T firſt des 
fign d, I hall have canſe to ac- 
hnowlede the Divine Goodneſs 
therein, and to bleſs God for tt. 
Now the Lord graciouſly help you in 
pour preparations for your Eternal 
State; (which you do well to be 
zmch thinking of) grant unto 
Jon, that you may find mercy in 
thatday-s (2 Tim, 1,18,) a71l- 
diply his Favonrs Spiritual and. 
Temporal upon your poſterity, and 
»1ake them all great blejſmnugs, in 
their ſeveral (tations s That being 
happy Inſtruments of Gods Glory 


vx 1s 
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in this Irorld, they may ho 1 
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_ of Glory in that which is to : 
wee come. This is tbe unfuiued aud 

_— daily Prayer of 
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the 

pas S1r your very much oblized 

; of Servant in the Lord. 
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Direfions about Prepa- 
ring for Death. 


HERE is but one, and' 
the ſame DireC&ion for 
living Well, and dying 

And 


Comfortably, 
therefore the Holy Scripture, 
which was given to inſtruct us, 
How to order our converſations a* 
right, ( Pſal, 50.23.) hath in 
teaching us that Leſlon, ſuffici- 
ently withal taught us the other 
too. A good Life cannot but 
havea bleſſed Concluſion, The 
end of the upright man (ſure e- 
nough ) ſhal/ be peace ( Pſal. 37- 
37.) And doubtleſs, that man's 

A 4 Hope 
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(8) 
Hope is likely to prove no better 
than a Spider's web, (Job,18.14,) 
who expects fo reap mercy from 
God at his latter end, and yet, 
in the davsof his health, makes 
no proviſion, by ſowing in right - 
ecnſneſs for ſuch an Harveſt, 
C Hoſe 10.12. Fe. 32, 27.) Our 


Souls are not to be Bequeathed | 


to God as a Legacy, at Death, 
but Soul and Body, and all we 
have, ought to be devoted to 
him, ard his ſervice, in our Life- 
time, and throughout the whole 
courſe of our lives from firſt to 
laſt, C( Ecc. 12, 1.. Apoc. 3. 10.) 
Yet, I aare not abſolutely affirm, 
thata Death-bed Repentance 1s 
invalid : but this 1s ſure; He that 
deferrs his Repentance ti]l then, 
will be hard put to it, even to 
ſatisfie himſelf, about his own 
fincerity, if his Conſcience be a- 
wake. That which a man gives 
not 


CF 
not till he be neceſlitated, 1s no 
proof of his Liberality: And, 
if to put off our turning to God, 
and reſignation of our ſelves to 
him, till we be arreſted by 
Death, be a ſign of our Love, 
*tis hard totell, what Argument 
there can be of a mind Altenated 
from Him. Yet I ſhould be far 
from diſcouraging any man (as 1 
ſaid_) from entertaining thoughts. 
of turning from his evil ways, as 
if there were no hope for him 3 
for who can tel/ but God may ſhew 
mercy e (Jonah3. 8,9.) How- 
ever this is certain: To get ory 
Hearts mortified to the World, to 

fue out our pardon through the 

Blood of Chriſt, to Believe and 
Kepent, to Reform our ways, to be 
Holy , Righteous and Sober, to- 
work out our Salvation with fear 
aud trembling.to make our Calling 
and EleGion jure, are not ooly 

As5 WOILks, 


(10) 
works for Dying men, but they 
are every mans Duty, even to day 
whileitis called to day ( Heb, 3+. 
13, 15.) TheLiving, the Heal- 
thy, theStrong, the Young, as 
well as the Aged are to learn 
theſe Leſlons, while their parts 
are vigorous, while their under- 
ſtanding, memory.,ſenſes,are beſt 
able to perform their ſeveral Ot- 
ces.& Functions, T hefe are things 
concern all,(fo,as nothing more ) 
as wel], when they are apt fondly 
to imagine that Enemice Death a 
oreat way ofi,as when they have 


cauſe to think, they hear the 


found of his Feet at the Door. 

How ſadly then do thoſe per- 
{ons delude and abuſe themfelves 
C and God knows there be mult1- 
tuces of ſuch) who have a ſtrong 
fincy, that they may, all the 
while they live, balk the way of 
Gods precepts (thoſe paths of 
pleaſanirreſe ta the ſpiritually- 
minded, 


Con 
#1inded, but rugged and tedious 
to ſuch as are carnal, ( Pro. 3.17. 
Rom. 9.7.) and yet find a ſhort 
cut to Heaven when they dye£? 
And in the ſtrength of this Fancy 
do adventure to run perfectly 
counter to the direction of our 
Bleſled Saviour ( at. 6.33) 
ſeeking to make ſure of other 
things firſt, and moſt prefumpru- 
ouſly promiſing themſelves, that 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be 
added to them at lair? This, 1 
know, they do 1n love to their 
fleſh,and that they may make pro- 
viſtons for it,astheApoltie ſpeaks 
( Rome. 13. 14.) but itisa moſt 
dreadful thing, that a man, in 
favour to his fleſh, ſhould be thus 
cruel to his own Soul, hardzing 
himſelf againſt it as if it were none 
of his (as we read Job.39,14-19, 
the Oftrich ferves her young 
ones ) being 10, Wholly uncon- 
cerned . 


(12) 
cerned about his own Eternal 
Welfare and Woe: 

But to let theſe men paſs: As 
for ſuch as are ſpiritually-wiſe, 
they will not be tempted to run 
ſuch hazzards; They will be 
careful, with all ſpeed, to do 
thoſe things, which others when 

they come to dye, [hall wiſh they 
had done, Not but that the Beſt 
of men have their failings, which 
they are ſenlible of, and {ce cauſe 
tobe deeply humbled for { P/c:/, 
19. 12,) notwithſtanding thor 
oreatelt care to work out thei: 
Salvation, that they may haye 
nothing to da, when Death 
comes, butto Dye. And there- 
fore, though, when their lait 
hour 1s at hand, they have no 
new work (tor the main) to go 
about, but only that we. eiþ 
ag:1n, os every po n 1. 
ur thould have becn,accl. | 


(13) 
to, long beforsz yetjthey know 
it concerns them to beſtir them» 
ſelves(with the wiſeVirgins, at. 
25.7,) Intrimming their Lamps, 
and that ſo much the more, be- 
cauſe Night is approaching (Job. 9, 
4.) Though theretore they have 
« ſearched their Hearts and 1in- 
quired into their ſpiritual eſtate, 
they now do It again, they re- 
view their lives, they examine 
how matters itand | between 
Cod.and their ſoulszthey confid- 
er what account they ſhall give 
of their Stewardſhip, they look 
ver their Evidences for Hea- 
ven, and ſtir up themſelvs to 
exercile their Faith, and renery 
their Repentance; they labour, 
by Mcditation, to get a profpe&t 
ot the p romiſed Land, that hay- 
ing their Hearts difintangled 
fron the Creature. th db nay bid 
adlcy to this vatza Yoerlt, amd 
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(14 3 
their fouls may, chearfully and 
with comfort, take their fiight 
to thoſe Bleffed Manſions above, 
T hat this is the right way of pre- 
paring for death, I am now to 


ſhew ſomewhat more particular- 


iy, But firſt, it will be needful, 
for me, to ſpeak of the cauſes of 
that ( Tſhould call it ſtupendi- 
ous, if it were not common ) 
unpreparednefs, and unwilling- 
neſs, that is in the moſt, as to 
their death and departure hence, 
when as yet they know well c- 
nough, it is unavoidable, Now 
the cauſes hereof are principally, 
and chiefly three, vis, 

1. Their inordinate and un- 
reaſonable Love of this preſent 
World, and the enjoyments of 
it, from which they are loth to 
let go their Hold. 

2. Conſcience of ſin, and the 


{ad Apprehenlions they —_ 
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(15) 
of the Guilt, under which they 
lye. 

: 3. And Conlequently, the 
great uncertainty they are in, of 
what will become of them in the 
next World, For if our affecti- 
ons were weaned (as they ſhould 
be) from things below s had we 
ſome good aflurance, our fins 
were pardoned, and that we 
ſhould be happy in the world to 
come; there would be lo little of 
terrour in death, that we ſhould 
be willing and ready, at a days, 
at an hours-warning,to lay down 
our earthly Houſe of this Taberna- 
cle, in hope of an houſe made with< 
out hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
C2 Cor,5.1,2, ) and hardly any 
more atraid to dye, than we uſy- 
ally are to compole our ſelyes to 
{leep, when night is come. 

That we may therefore be ina 

continual preparedneſs for our 
laſt 


(16) 


laſt hour, and able to welcome | 


Death cheerfully, when ever 1t 
ſhall ſummon us to be gone 
hence; Three things are to be 
done, 

I» \Vemuſt, out of hand, la- 
bour with our hearts to make 
them dead toall things ſubluna- 
ry; our profits, honours, plea- 
tures, evenall our earthly com- 
forts, 

2. We muſt, with all ſpeed, 
and 1mportunity, ſuc out cur 
pardon, at the Throne of Grace, 
through the Blood of Chrifc, 

2. We mult daily be giving 
all dil:gence to make our ElcCti- 
Oi more and more ſure, and to 
work out our Salvation, And 
thus doing, Whether the After 
of the Houſe come at even, or at 
#11dnignt, or at Cock-crowine, 9r 
iz the Aornine, ( as 'tis Mark 12. 
-, ) ve ſhall be ina readinets 


®, po 
for 


CO 
for him, and received by him 72+ 
to his joy, ( Mat. 25.21. ) 

1. Tobegin with the firſt : Tt 
1s not poſiible, we ſhould ever 
be ready, and willing, when Cod 
calls vs herice, to leave the 
world, if we have not firit learn- 
cd to wiſe it, as if w? uſed it not 
(1 Cor,7.51,) For if our hearts 
be {et upon theſe prefent things, 
and we erigaoved it; 2N OVEr-Cager 
purſuic, and proſecution of them, 
it wilt beas death tous, before 
wedye, to think of parting vith 
them, and bidding them an e- 
verlaliing Adien, And yet alas, 
this 1s the Temper of all the Sons 
of Adams the profits and plea- 
ſures, and accommodations of 
this Lite, whether they enjoy 
(inhopes, or potleſlion ) little 
or much of them, ſeem very 
great things in their eyes and 
eſteem: And'tis natural to them 
CC 


(15) 
to prize and value them above 
meaſure, The Love of the World, 
and of the things in the 
World, is 1o prevalent with the 
molr, that, if it were put to their 
choyce, they would be for liv- 
Ing here, always, and not care 
for any better, or any other 
Heaven. To have their Inheri- 
tance, on this ſide of Jordaz, 
would. pleaſe them beſt, it 1t 
might be granted to them, here to 
abide, and here to have a continu- 
ing City. (Heb. 13.14. ) Till a 
mans heart therefore be other- 
wile atte&ted, the thoughts of 
removing hence mult needs be 
bitter, and unpleafing, and let 
any one judg, how ſuch a per- 
ſon is likely to be prepared for 
his Great change. 


Now to looſen our aftections - 


from the Creature, two things 


are requilite ; 
| . Sc> 
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1. Serious and Deep Medita« 
tion. 

2 Feryent 
Prayer. 

Two things are tobe chafed 
into our hearts, by often Medi- 
rating on them. 

I. How empty and vaits, all 
theſe inferiour things are, 

2. How much better things by 
far, and motc worthy our af- 
fections, there are to beenjoy- 
£d. 

1, Forthe Vanity of all things 
under the Sun, it cannot be bet- 
ter ſet forth, than by thoſe Ars 
guments, which Soloxzon ( who 
was inſpired by the Holy- 
Ghoſt to write on this Subject ) 
uſeth in the firſt Chap. of Eceleſe 
EL ſhall mention only four of 
them, 

I, What profit (lah hey Eccl. 
I, 3.) hath a man of all his la= 
boxr, 


and Frequent 
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boar, which he taketh under the 
Sun? Whichis 3s 1i he had faid, 
He hath none at a!l.or that which 
NEXtL tO 1:ONe, When a man wita 
his buffing and taking pains, 
and d1! ira cHng cares, by day and 
by NIGit, hath run out his preci- 
US Eg, td hits ſtrength, 
worn out hs body, and tired 
—_— ct him bur fit down (a 
yh: Ie) a, id vaſt wy oh ACCOUNTS, 
c tO = what he hath purchaſed ) 
and he will find; that Solomon 
bath adjuſted them right ro his 
hand, in the Text laſt cited, and 
that (upon the whole ) He hath 
20 profit, that 1s, none compara- 
tively, none worth ſpeaking of, 
For, 

Suppoſe a man hath gotten. »y 
bis labour under the Sun, as much 
as any ever did: Yet, 

Firſt, When ali's done, In 
mavy refpetts. he is ill but upon 
fie 
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( 21 ) 
the ſame terms with thoſeof his 
Neighbours, that have not (hap- 
ly) the Hundredth or the Thou- 
ſandth part of what he enjoys, 
He is ſtill as ſubject to diſcates, 
weaknetles, and pains3 he lyes 
as open ( for all his Honour or 
Eſtate) to the Calamities of 
Mankind, to the loſs of his moſt 
intimate Friends, of his dearett 

hildren, and moit belov'd Re- 
lations, and may, every whit aſ- 
ſoon, be crotted and atticred .1n 
them, as the meaneit perſon. He 
can no more ranſom from going to 
the Grave, { Pal 49,7. ) yea or 
rrocure a reprieve, for any he 
molt tenderly loves, than the 
pooreſt Man, Honour, and 
Riches, zrc no tence at all to the 
Owners of them, or to their Fa= 
milics trom the Foaver, the ſmall 
Pox, the G< ut, the Stone, or 
from the Plui.uniuct it elf, and 
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( 22 )) 
innumerable Evils more, A man, 
by all the Labour he takes under 
the Sun, hath in ſuch caſes as 
theſe, (and many beſide, that 
might be nam'd )) nopriviledg, 
more than thoſe of a lower con- 
ditions nor 1s he raiſed, one jot, 
above the Level of them, whom 
he uſeth to look upon as his Un- 
derlings, Thus far, therefore, 
A man hath no profit of all the La- 
bour he takes under the Sun. 

2. But then again further: He 
that hath the greateſt ſhare of 
theſe earthly things, doth, in 
many regards, ſtand, upon worſe 
terms than thoſe do, who enjoy 
much leſs of them. He 1s oft 
perplexed with thoſe Cares, 
Anxieties, Vexations, Diſcon- 
tentments, and Fears.that others, 
in a lower ltation, are not ac- 
quainted with; And is expoſed 
to thoſe Inconventences and Dan- 
gers 


C23) 
gers (who can number them all?) 
from which his inferiors are ſe- 
cur'd, The ſleep of the labouring 
man is ſweet, but the abundance 
of the rich will not ſuffer him to 
fleep in quiet. ( Eccl. 5. 12, ) Be- 
fide, the larger portion of theſe 
outward things any one enjoys, 
the more ſtill he 1s envy*'d. And 
who, that obſervs any thing of 
the affairs of the World, 1s not 
able from his own experience, to 
produce inſtances good ſtore, of 
the trueth of that which Solorox 
laith (Pro. 27.4.) that None 
can ſtand before envy. The high- 
eſt Cedars ( as 'tis well known ) 
are moſt ſubject to be ſtricken 
with Thunder, and moſt expos'd 
to winds and tempelts, which the 
lower ſhrubs are not ſo moleſted 
with; Andyet, all this while, 
have not mention'd (that which 
is Worle ) thoſe many ſorrows, 
that 


(24 ) 
that ſuch perſons (as I now ſpeak 
of ) are wont fo prerce themſelvs 
#hroueh with, and thoſe tempta- 
tions and ſnares, and many fooliſh 
and hurtful Inſts (which they are 
more liable to fall into) and 
which drown men in deſtruGion, 
and perdition, (1 Tim. 6.5, 10.) 
if the infinite mercy of God pre- 
vent them not, So true an Ob- 
fervation is that of the wife man 
Ecel. 4. 435 3 that riches are oft- 
enkept for the owners of ther to 
their hurt, And in ths: reſpect 
allo, we may well repeat the 
former qucition, 1; Dat profit hath 
a Manof ail his Labour which he 
taketh under the Stun E 

3- And yct Thiidly, Thoſe 
things whcrein ſuch (as aave ate 
tained the moſt or waat tis 
World altords ) arc piiv:!icogp'd 
above other, arc but few {7.4 
Ehnld may count tht, Lia LON)! | 
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(25 ) 
and ſo ſmall, if ducly conſider» 
ed, that they conhiſt more in 
Fancy than rn The Rich 
121ans wealth ( \alth Solomon Pro. 
x9. 1c ) Fay City, and an 
hioh Wall { but withsl he adds 
that 'tis ſo) in his own Conceit. 
And this appears, by what he 
tells us Gy 5-I1.) J/hen goods 
are increaſed, they are increaſed 
that eat thens and what good is 
there to the owners thereof. ſaving 
the bebo! ding of the with) their 
CYes 2 This 1s (1t lvems ) One 
chief aav vantage Ol a man, In the 
midſt of his Abundance: And 
how much 1s there in 1t, more 
than Fancy? Belfide, The rich (as 
ve are told, Pro. 4. 20. ) have 
who: <9 and that's — 
of ticir priviledges. But it 1s to 
be underſtood, of luch as pretend 
and make a ſhew to be ſo. For 
2 friend ({ 1nGccd ) loveth at all 
ly times 


tiitts { Pro, * And how 
few there _ Fax (9 toſtick to 
luch perſons, when they are no 
longer, 10 a capacity 10 grvegifts, 
( Pro, 19.6, ) daily experience 
makes ſo evident. that it nezds 
no further proot. TI heir Honour 
and Reſpet 15 another thing, 
wherein they have the preheml- 
nenee above their Neighbours 
but who knows not that tobea 
':ng, rather in the perſor hbo- 
nourivg, than the perſon honour- 
dA - Andiftherebe not ſome in- 

ard real worth,that 1s the foun- 
cation of it, whobuta foo] can 
bo pleas'd and taken with it?” Is 
truc,ita manimprove his Wealth 
and Reſpect, and Accomodati- 
ons, to make him {co much the 
more ſ{crviceableto God 7 as ins 
Leed they are not ©ii:2rwite of 
oy valuc } be may by his welt- 

ing of thei things, {ay zp a good 
Fore 
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I. ; 
foundation of comfort to lis loul 
(1 Tire. 5.19. ) againſt the time 
to come,and provide for his hap= 
pineſs in another World, But 
that muſt be (as *tisin the Text 
laſt cited } by his being rich 7 
good roorks, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate, and that 
from a principle of Faith, and 
Love, and with ſincere reſpect 
to Gods Glory. It muſt be, by 
vititripping others, as MUCi 1n 
doing good, as he gocs beyond 
them in Eſtate and Authority, by 
doing as much ſervice to Gad, as 
an hundred others, when he hath 
an hundred times as much as 
theyz othcrwite his Reckonings 
will be but the more heavy, 
when he ſhall be required to give 
an Account of his Stewardſhip. 
( Luk. 15. 2. Mat, 25. 19-23. ) 
So far thall he be from being, e- 
Ver a whit, 1n the better caic for 

PB 2 all 
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all h;s cnjoyments! ſo that, let 
a min have never Jo great anin- 
beritance, unleſs God give him 
wiſdom alſo (Fee. 7.11.) to 
trade for things Fferaal, with 
Te pers, we may ſtil ask as $0- 
y”__ doth What profit hath he? 

. Another Argument, the 
T —_ makes uſe of, to demon- 
itrate the ———_ of the tnings 
under the Sun (the point in hang) 
's taken from Mans Iortality, 
Ec. 1,4.) One Generation 20s. 
and arother comes, but the Farth 
endures. Suppole a man, by his 
F.abour, had got a! 7 Aecommo- 
dations, which coul ld, Ore Ot 
lets, contribute to is profits yet 
this 1s the miſery, he cannot en- 
JoY them long. It the cy iake 
not the mſolole Wing, and flee 2 a- 
way, as very often they do (Pro. 
23.5.) betore their owners be 
aware; *t1s certain, he muſt ſhort- 
!y 
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) 
ly flee aw. oo -__ as a ſas 
dow, (lo v. eread Job.) here 
he yauſt not continue. The Earth, 
indeed, abices and hath done ai- 
mc ſt theſe $099, years; brit one 
Generation treads upon theheels 
ofanothens and we ſec by the cx- 
pericnce of all times. once thrutt- 
eth another oti the Stage, Once 
within an hundred years, there's 
a perfc& riddance mace of a:l 
the Inhabitants ot the Earth, and 
others come in their room God 
aealing with the Earth, as one 
Coth with a dif, that F wipet i) 
andiurneth up, de dow ”, Eropty- 
ing it of what was init btore, 
© according to that cxprefilion 2 
F ing.2'.13,) The whole World 
1S but a rc hS. and commen Inn, 
wicre eVely hour fome are new» 
ly entring, and others are go! Ng 
out,and nobedy [t cays very long. 
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ing into the World, and thou- 
ſancs of paſſing Bells are daily 
tolling,to givenotice that others 
arc hat ting out as faſt. How fain 
. _ a man live to ſee this 
h:ild, and that Child, difpoſcd 
(: Ty and {et wy and then would 
tain ſtay a little longer to fee hits 
(tildrens Children, and yet a 
ile longer to [re his Poſterity 
HI" and taxing root and 
{1 -acing.: abroad « And how apt 
G to vicaſe himfelF with ſuch 
cemighits as theſe, Bw [Death 
come UPON Im like an armed 
mn, as poverty and want ſeize 
PO the fluggard while he is 
\ awning out, Tet a OR 4 
lit fiamber © (P70. . 10.) For 
he TCD OMAN Mt: ft LC Rte itted to 
lngerlong, or take up his Reſt 3 
we mu't all pack up,and be gone. 
Who is be that livetb, nd ſhall not 
fee Death: IWho can deliucr = 
jor 
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2 
ſoul from the hand of the Grave ? 
( Pſal. 85 48. ) Noperlſon, of 
what Quality or Condition ſfo- 
ever, hath in this particular any 
prerogative more than the poor- 
cit Beggar., Thoſe who, for 
their eminency avove Others, are 
ſom: times, in Scripture, ca/ed 
gods, (eventhe higheſt of them) 
niult for all that, je /the other 
wen, ( Pſal. 87. 691 The Clay- 
Cottages of ſome few, indeed, 
may bea little more tight, and 
ſo laſta little longer than other 
mens do: but there is a period 
ſixt for all (known only to Gu) 
beyond which they cannot pals 
and when that hour 1s come, Cod 
{aith but the word and it is done, 
Return to your dnf# ye Children of 
men, (Pal, 00.3«) To ſtruggle, 
or hang back 1s to no purpoſe. 
Now. what an exceeding great 
Vanity 1s this! Far, 

B 4. r, Ere 
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t, Ereamancan come to reap 
the fruit (he dcires) of what 
he hath fowed 2nd ſpent his ſtu- 
dy and labour about, Death 1s 
”=_ him, and he muſt be gone, 
And though he would give all his 
'Y {tate for a few yeers reprieve, 
thouzh he would never ſo fain 
be refpited, for a little while 
langer, t1!] he might ſee ſuch or 
ſuch a bulineſs arſpatcht, 1t will 
not begrarited. How often falls 
it out, that a man brings ſome 
Projed ( which he was long in 
trave] with ) to that forward- 
ncls, that there wants but little 
more thun the Jay ing of the Top- 
ſtonc, and yet [>eath forceth 
kim to leave his wok imperfec? 
How trequently 1s It feen that, 
when a man 1s now going to eaſt 
the ſweet of ſome Accommoda- 
tion (that he hath been ſome 
ycers labouring tor, and hath 
gotten 
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yotten at length ) Death comes 
ona ſudden, and daſheth the cup 
out of his hand, before 1t touches 
his lips? How ulually doth it 
happen, that when a man begins 
toling, Soul, take thine eaſe, tho 
haſt much goods laid up, he 1s pre- 
{cently diſturbed by hearing a 
VOICE ſaying, Thou fool this might 
fhall thy ſoul be required of thee ? 
(Luk, 12,19,20. ) 

Secondly, All theſe things 
which he hath toiled and labou- 
red for, he muſt leave behind 
him ; and the word of God tells 
him He knows not for whom, Pial. 
39.6. He hopes indeed they 
ſhall be for ſuch as he himſclt 
hath deſign'd, but daily Exper- 
ence, as well as the Scripture. 
news that's a thing no man hath 
any certainty of. FTovelſure, As 
be came naked into the worid, 16 
again naked pe mui? retry, [b. 
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1. 21. And when he dieth he 
ſhall carry nothing away, his glory 
and hzs riches ſhall not deſcend af- 
ter him, Pial. 49,17. All things 
in the world being in this reſpect 
like thoſe ſtanders, that a man 
muſt leave behind him, when he 
removes from one houſe to ano- 
ther. And this the wiſe man takes 
notice of as a ſore evil.that a man 
ſhall take nothing of his labour, 
which he may carry away in his 
hand; but in all points, as he came, 
fo ſhall he go 5, and from hence in- 


ferrs, What profit hath he that thus 


laboured for the wind 8 Ecclel. 5, 
15, 16. Now itthe caſe be thus, 
can the things of this world be 
tit Objects for an Immortal Soul 


1) doat upon ? Or, is there any 


iikelihood they ſhould contri- 
butc to the Satisfaction of ſo no- 
ble a Being, any more than Va- 
nity it {clf, would be ableto do? 

Thirdly, 
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35 
Thirdly. Solomon's next Argu- 
ment to prove the point we are 
ſpeaking of, ſeems to be taken 
from the very ConStitution and 
jrame of this world, and its {cve- 
ral parts: The Sun riſeth and go- 
eth down, aud haſtcth to toe 
place where he aroſe. The Wind c0- 
eth to the South, and turncth as 
bout to the North ;, it whirleth a= 
bout continually. All Rivers ran 
into the Sea; unto the place.whence 
the Rivers come, thither do they 
return again. All things are ful! 
of labour, (Eccleſ. 1.5, 6, 7, &.) 
thatis; The World and all the 
parts of itare {6 conſtituted and 
framed, that they do proclaim 
to every one that hath cars to hear, 
Ariſe, begone, this is not your reſt- 
ing place, (Mic, 2. 10.) Let any 
man that hath eyes to ſee, but lock 
about him, and ſuppoſe he were 
askt the queſtion, that was put to 
Jeremy, 
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Jeremy, (chap. 1. 11, 3.) Ihat 
feeft thou? What could he an- 
ſwer, but ſee the Sun, the Wind, 
the Sea,and allCreaturesin a per- 
petual hurry& agitationinothing 
keeps the ſame face for a day 
together, without ſome alterat'- 
on, And whatof this? Why, 
doth this look like the place, 
where Happineſs is to be found ? 
Do not all Creatures, with one 
voice, proclaim aloud, that 41 
7s vanity s and that we mult ſeek 
ſomewhere elſe, for that felicity 
we pant and gaſp after? Certainiy 
there are no {uchV iciflitudes and 
Changes, there 1sno ſuch unqui- 
etncſs inthe place appointed fot 
Maus eternal Reſt, If we were 
but conſiderative, and would but 
ſhow our ſelves men (es the Holy 
Ghoſt ſpeaks, Ef, 45. 8.) we 
might cafily gather anc! collect 
{ 2m hence, that hore below 1s 
' RO» 
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nothing but Vanity, and that 
Creatures andCreature-comforts 
werenever ordained by God, for 
thoſe ends,that men in their folly 
think to make them ſerve for, 
Give but a ſuit of Apparel to an 
mdian that goes naked, and is 
not acquainted with fuch clothes 
15 we wear, and let him but con- 
(t1Zdertheframe and make of them, 
and he will eaſtiy gueſs by com- 
paring the ſeveral parts of 1t, 
with thc parts of his body, which 
was, and which was not, made for 
each. And if we did but ſeri- 
euily compare what's to be had 
in this Werld and our Souls to- 
oettcr,might we not as ealtlyfind 
;: out, that things here belov 
were never made for them; and 
that their only uſe is, togive usa 
little Accommodations. for our 
Bodtics, and that but for a while? 
SHhontiyenot foon aicern, that 
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(39 
nEre 13. not any thing to be had, 
whico Wii do the foul good, or 
conduce to its welfare 2 and 
therefore that, as toſuch a pur- 
pole, 41; [this 05 are Vanity. 

A fourth Argument, by which 
the Preacher demonſtrates how 
empty all things under the Sun 
are,ts the little. « or rather the no- 
fatisfaction that they do All af- 
tord.The ez:(laith he,chap.1 Q. )is 
»ot ſatisfied with ſeeingnor the ear 
with hearing. And he argues thus 
trom the lets, If the eye and the ear 
cannot be ſatished with things 
icen and heard, betwixt which 
yet there is ſome proportion 
much leſs can the Mind and Sou: 
of Man be filled with any thing 
ſublunary, betwixt which there 
35 n0 Proportion at all, Now the 
Evethoughtt have icen never [o 
euch, would fain ize more.6e the 
ea: would learn and diſccver 
ſon:c- 
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fomething further. and is ſtill liſt» 
ning after ſome n:w thing, The 
moſt pleaſing Obj-:ts (in a little 
while) grow itale, and we are 
weary of them. A man may 
Gok upon that he delights 1 Intl! 
his eye-ſ{trings crack,c're he have 
his fill, break his neck (as one 
faith) ſooner than his taſt on 
carthly contentments. Men 
quickly grow to a loathing of 
what they have moſt 1mportu- 
nately longed for. and have no 
{ooner got what they did cagerly 
defire, but would preſently fain 
We pro- 
miſe our felyes great matters 
while we are in expectation of 
{1uch and fuch things; but we find 
not that in the fruition which we 
looked for. The contcatment 
we have in the things of this 
World 15s from the Fancy we 
nave of what is IN them, while We 

vcbold 
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behold themat a diſtance, but 
the nearer we come to them the 
leſs we {ce in them to be taken 
with, He that feedeth on them 
feedeth on aſſes, and he hath no 
better than a lie in his right hand, 
CEſa. 44,20.) Now thus it would 
not be tt they were not meer 
emptineſs and vanity. Where 
happineſs is,there is full and com- 
plcat fatisfation without any 

auſcating, There the detires 
of the ſoul are all re&19d,and no 
one of them meets with difap- 
pornr ang But this World is 
not the place where, nor the 
Accomdations of this World, the 
things wherein fclicity 1s to be 
tound. ITY Ali's 
but Vanity 
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hcle thi ngs, and iuch as theſe 
we wall often and f:rivully me- 
Litate ON, that ve may learn (to 
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12.2.) not to think of the Profits 
and Honour,and Pleaſures of this 
lite, wore highly than we ought to 
think, and then they will be no 
hindrance tous in our Preparatt- 
oa for death, 

2. But ſecondly we mult alfo 
(asI ſaid) by Meditation labour 
to get our hearts atfected with 
thoſe Things within the Vail. 
Thoſe infinitely better things 
thatare to beenjoyed in the o- 
ther World yea, and in this life 
tco, as tothe frſt-fruits.and Ear- 
neſts of them. Such are thoſe 
Graces that make ws rich towards 
God, "Luk. 12. 21.) thoſe Hon- 
ours that are confer d by Him, in 
making us his friends, & adopting 
us for his Sons, and co-heirs with 
Chriſt, c Joh. 15. 14. Jam. 2. 23. 
Rom. 8. 17. ) Thoſe pleaſures 
which contiſt in Communion and 
Fellowſhip with Him, and with his 

Son 
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2.) Of tuch things as chole,the 

tou! is capable: & in them conlilts 

its Life and Peace, and Comtort 
1 a. 


nere, and Happine {s hercatter, 
The Apolite fyea king of Meats, 
(I Cor. 6.12. faith, The belly js for 
them, and they for the belly & both 
miſt periſh. Put thcle are things 


fitted for the Immortal Soul of 


Man, and for which the Soul was 
made, and both endure unto E- 
ternity. They hill the heart m_— 


Joy unſpeakabl le and If loy 70 


Ii Pet. 1, 10.) a joy thats Jatti ing 
phe will hold 5 whereas that 
which arieth FAR worldly Con- 


tentments.1s but iike the blaze of 


2a little bruſh-weod. that is ſoon 
extinguiſhed, (Fcelefſ. 7.6.3 The 
{lerious x ge” of thele 
things will make us as weaned 
children, ang 13T.2,) toward 
things bclow,, and work inus a 
longing 
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longing deſire to be diſſolved and 
to be with Chriff, (Phil. 1.23.) 
that we may have the full enjoy*- 
ment of what we now hope tor. 
So as we ſhall be ready to ſay 
with 4ui7in's Mother, when ſte 
had heard a diſcourſe of the 
Glory above,1/hat do There then? 
and with $:z2coz, to welcome 
death and ſay, Lord, now letteſt 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace. 
The ſtrong and reſtlels inclinati- 
ons of our Souls in ſeeking hap- 
pines, do certainly ſhew that 
there is to be found, ſome where 
that which will fatisfte it 31t this 
world yield it not, fure enough 
the other doth, The Childs eyes 
and ears, and the other Organs 
of his Sences are framed we 
know ) even when it is in the Mo- 
thers womb and yet, while it 
is there, it tinds not Objects for 
them. Burt yet this very thing, 

that 


(44) 
that God hath given it thoſc Or- 
oans, 1s proof ſufficient that he 
nath prepared Objects fome- 
where e]ſe, And when the Child 
comes Into the world he meets 
with them. 

T hus it is19a the preſent caſc : 
we may be ſure God would not 
have put that unceſlant, earneſt, 
and unwearied longing after 
Happincls, into our Souls, 1f he 
had not alſo provided that which 
might fully ſatisfte us; and there- 
forc we may be certain, though 
in this lite we find it not, Riches 
and Honours,and Pleaſures, have 
It not in them) yet in another 
world there is that to be had, 
which here we doſo reſt! leflypant 
and gaſp after, If our affections 
were taken with theſe things, 
Death ( which 1s but the Saints 
patlage to the ſulneſs of thele 
joys) would not be dreadful to 
us, 
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us, nor ſhould we be unprepar- 
ed for it. 

2 As we muſt Meditate much 
and often upon theſe eternal 
things; fo we muſt be earneſt, 
22d importunate in Prayer, with 
God, to take off our Hearts, 
from the creature, and to draw 
them forthto Himſelf. ©Lord, 
* thou haſt made the creatures 
5: for me, and my uſe, but haſt 
* not made me for them. Thou 
< haſt given mea noble and im- 
* mortal Soul, that is capable of 
* communion with thine own 
* Majeſty. Thou haſt made my 
** Heart for thy Blefled Self, and 
<Iftnditis reſtleſs, and for evet 
*will be ſo, till come to enjoy 
< Thee, (Pſal. 73,22.) Ah! how 
* fooliſhly have I miſpent the 
<« preateſt part of my days, 1 
& digging broken Ciſterns, that 
* can hold no water, (Ter. 2,13-) 
__ © while, 


(46 ) 
+ while, 1n the wean jeafor, T have 
<« forſaken thee who art the foun- 
” zain of living water! How have 
*I wearyed my elf in foldowing 
** after the Wind! ( Hef. 12.1.) 
& How hath my head and heart 
*© been fillcd and perplexed with 
«cares, and thoughts, about c- 
© very thing almoſt, ſave that 
© one thing neceſſary! (Luklo,42,) 
**T have been ſolicitous about my 
** eſtate, about my honour, about 
* my Accommodations here, a- 
** bout providing, that IT and 
mine, might Jivein reput? and 
f©erſs; but Ah/ How hath my 
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** $01} and the concernments of it 
- (macan while) been neglected 
by me! And now, Lord, what 
© Got: all this advantage mef! 
< How true is that which thou 
*nalt told me in thy word, #hat 
"*4 412 bath ng profit of all that 
* wviriin be bath labeurcd under 
the 
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( 47 ) 
"the Sun? (Fce. 1.3.) Death 1s 
* at hand, the Jude ſtands before 
© the door, I iball be called, I 
* know not how {uon to give an 
© Account of my [teward{hipz 7 
= uſt ſhortly go h:10e and return 
** to my houſe no move, n91 ſhall my 
place know me any wore (Job, 7, 
*©10.) And as T brought nothing 
* into the world with me, ſo muSt 
* carry nothing away of all Thave 
*©(1777.6.7,) andit I could, 
© what would it avail me, or do 
* me good? Lord,lI ſee my errors, 
* and my folly. though it be late; 
* and I humbly bleſs thee, that I 
* do ſo,and hope it is not yet too 
late, Through thy favour, I 
*- have enjoyed abundance of 
<thole out ward mercies, others 
© bave wanted ; and while thou- 
*tands have been put to great 
* exigencics and {traits, (that 
** have deſerved as well ) Ay cup 
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* hath overfiowed, thou haſt a- 
© zopnted my head with ole, and 

« ſpread my Table in the preſence 
© of tine enimies. (Pſal. 23.5.) 
© But heavenly Father, I trult 
thou haſt other and better bleſ- 
© {1ngs in ſtore for me, than theſe, 
** and that tou wilt not put me 
- off with theſe for my portion. 
© (Pſal. 17.14.) Itis thy favour 

© and love, (ſal. 106. 4,) that 
* favour thou beareSt 1o thy choſen 

& ones, that muſt make me happy. 
*Tam not, I cannot be ſatished 
**with any thing elſe, Oh! be 
**pleaſed to beſtow thySelfupon 

o ' ME, G:ive me, more and more 
to {ce, and to be convinced, 

© that the richcs, and honours, 
*©and accommodations of tas 
* preſent life, are no further at 
* all valuable than as opportunt- 
* tics of doing thee more ſervice 
5 than others can do who want 
** them : 
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© them; and that otherwiſe they 
© are meer vanities, and worſe, 
© and will prove to be ſoat laſt. 
« Give me,to remember they are 
* but Talents, ( Mat. 25.27.) 
* which thou halt intruſted me 
© with, not for my own uſe only, 
© but totrade with, for thy ſer- 
* vice and honour, who art my 
* Lord and Maſter, and wilt call 
© for(v,19.) ax account of them, 
* 4s certainly, and more ſtridly 
* than everT called my ſervants 
* to account for any moneys of 
© mine, that I committed into 
* their hands. Lord, give me 
* that wiſdom and faithfulneſs, 
© that I may not be found wil- 
* lingly and wittingly failing in 
© my truſt. Soconvince me of 
* the reality and truth of thoſe 
* things within the vail, and fo 
* polleſs my heart with the ap- 
, prchenſions of the glory, and 
| "* pleas 
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* pleaſures, and full ſatisfa@ion 


© (P/al. 15.11.) thatis to be had 


- 
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E A, p ) noir Deadta 
* grievous to me, to part with 
© theſe things below, which are 
< tranſitory 3 and give me that 
« evidence of my intereſt and 
* part nn theſe Eternal things, that 
« I may willingly and checrtully 
< letgo my bold of things Tem- 
© poral, when thou ſhalt call me 
« hence. 

2, Theſecond thing that is to 
be done in order to our prepara- 
tion for death, is, with all peed 
and-importunity to ſue out our 
Pardon at the throme of Grace. 
That which is (I Cor.15.55.) the 
21110 of Death indeed, and makes 
it to be ſo terrible, 7s iz, It fin 
be pardoned, death 1s difarmed, 
and cannot hurt us, But, where 
the Conſcicuce is loaded with 
gullt, 
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ouilt, and the poor iinner Knows 

not bur that all hisT*: -anferctiiions 
will be charged upen nm, that 
all thoſe ( Aat. 10. 24.) many 
thouſand talents, wherein he 
{tands indebted to Gods juſtice, 
will be exacted ( at. 5.26. ) 
to the utmoſt farthine;, He can 
look upon Death, as no other 
than a Scrjeant {cnt to arreſt him, 
body and foui, and to hale him 
to that priſon, from whence he 
mult never be releaſed, t:}I he 
hath payd all that he owes; and 
that will not be, unto eternity. 

But what 1s to be done 1n this 
calc'? 

This 1s Grſt to fi premiled 5 
that we have no way lettus ( by 
any thing we can give to God, 


any thing that we can do or ſut- 


fer). to make ſatisfaction, .1n the 
leait, to. Divine juſtice. It a 


man thould, (1 Cor. 13.3; ) giz? 
C 2 all 
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«ll his goods to the poor: if he ſliould 


grvea thouſand Rams,or ten thou: 
ſand rivers of Oyl:if he ſhould give 
the firſi-born of his Bodj.( Mic.5,6, 
7.) or his own body to be burnt fol 
the explation of the ſt of his foul, 
1t would not be accepted. There 
15 no way to be freed from the 
guilt of 11n, but by Gods pardon: 
ing andforgiving itzand that par- 
don is not(asJob laith of wiſdom, 
Fob 29. 16,17,18,19.) to be got- 
zen for Gold, neither ſhall $ilver be 


weighed for theprice of it:it cannot 


be valued with the Gold of Ophir, 
with the precious Onyx, or the $a- 
phire:the Gold,and tbe Cryſtal can- 
not equal it, and the even of it 
ſhall not be for jewels of Gold, &c 
The Blood of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſft.the Lamb of God (Job. 1.29. 
26, I Fet 1.18,19.)far more pre- 
cious than Silver and Gold is the 
only price of it 5 by that it was 
procured, by the thedding of that 
blogd 
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blood full ſatzsfaFion hath been 


made to the juſtice of God , And . 


therefore pardon of lin, if we 


would obtain it, 1s to be ſued out” 


atthe Throne of Grace through 
the blood of that blefled Re- 
deemer of ours. 

The Scripture teacheth us how 
that 1s to be done. And the way, 
which we are there directed to 
take, 18 this, v7S. | 

1. With forrow and ſhame 
humbly to conteſs wherein we 
have done amiſs. 

2. Earneſtly, and, as for life. 
to plead Chrilts fatisfaction, and 
to beg pardon for his fake and 
upon his accounts 

Firſt, Confeſſion is to be made 
to God and that fully, without 
hiding any of our fins, chief'y 
bewailing thoſe whereby we 
have moſt offended, and which 
tye heavieſt upon theconſcience, 

C 3 with 
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wh all the Aggravations of 
ticm. *Ah Lord! what a grie- 
*vous ſinner have I been, and 
© how wotully have l gone aſtray 
c from thee! what command of 
<thinc 1$1t which I have not bro- 
ken! How innumerable aretny 
* Omillions, my Commiltions ! 
* Aline mmgquitics are gone over my 
6-7 af an heavy burden 
© fry are too he robs 4a me to bear, 
0 1:29,.1 "Wo h ether Llook upon 
GEN mylite,l have caute 
caingly to be contounded, 
at fin or wickedneſs is there 
bwbiech | have not the ſeeds of 
Te on, and brought with me in- 
tothe world 5 I was hewed out 
© of the ſame rock, and digged 
CoOUt of the fame pit, that Cain 
and Judas and all the reit of the 
* daruncd ceven the worlt of 
them) w ere, That brutiſhneſs, 
gp pride, and ſenſuality, that 
© pro» 
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©prophaneſs and atheiſm, that 
* contempt of thy Majeſty, and 
© thine Ordinances, which do 
© break forth and appear 1n the 
lives and ways of ſo many wret- 
*ches every where; all thoſe 
« wickednelles which I have 
* known, or heard committed oy 
*any of the Children of Belial - 
*Ot all thele evils and abomina- 
* tions, I haverthe Principles 1n 
* my curſed nature. Lord! W hoſe 
* underſtanding 1s more blind, 
* and vain and fooiith than mine! 
*whote Memoryis moreweak and 
* feeble,more apt to forget Thee, 
* my duty to I hee, my Lord and 
* Saviour, the Things of my 
* Peace ; more apt to remember 
* what I ſhould forget, injuries 
* received, things evil orelfe im- 
© pertinent ! How benummed is 
* my Conſcience ! How unſpeak- 
*ably perverſe and rebellious 1s 

C4 * my 
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*my Will?and for my Aﬀections, 
* how unruly and diſordered are 
*they continually either ſet upon 
* things {inful, or {inning when 
+ they are carryed out after Jaw- 
* ful Objects ! From this Original 
* Corruption (which hath poy- 
* foned my whole nature) thou 
* Lord only, know ct how many 
* millions of vain, fooliſh, carnal, 
* unclcan, uncharitable, implous, 
* prophane, athciſtical thoughts 
* and 1maginations, have daily 
* and hourly itlucd,as ſparks from 
*a burning "INOS So that every 
*imatination of the thoughts of 
229 heart hath beer evil continu 
© ally, (Gen. 6. 5.) and that from 
© 19 youth hitherto. And, bletiſed 
©Lord! I know not (but thou 
*haſt kept an account )how many 
*1dle, unſavoury, raſh, belides 
*wicked and ungodly words, 
"Have, pon any occaſions, pro- 
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*ceeded out of my mouth, trom 
© that evil treaſure of my heart 
* within me. Thoſe words are 
* not wind (as many vainly per- 
*\wade themſelves) but ſuch, as 
© our bleſſed Saviour tells us mmSt 
*be reckoned for at the day of 
* judgement, (Matth. 12. 36.) 
© if they be not in earneſt 
*repented of. And, Lord,though 
© here be more than enough and 
* enough again to. condemn me 
©everlaſtingly ; yet, bleſſed Fa-- 
*ther! I havenot only thought 
*and ſpoken ſo much amiſs, but [ 
have alſo done thatwhich is evil 
*1n thy ſight, thou knowelt in 
£ how many places, how often, 
©and] with what Circumſtances z; 
* for thou tellett all my {teps, and 
© obſerveſt all my wandrings, 
* When T ſin thou market me, for 
© thou kroweſi my dorn-ſitting and 
* mine riſing, thou compaſſeſt my: 

J * path. 
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path. (Job, 19. 14+) and art ac- 


guainted with all my ways. ( Pſal, 


©1329, 2,3.) Thou knowelt how 
* little I have minded what thou 
* haſt given me in charge; how 
indulirious and diligent T have 
* been in my worldly atlairs, how 
* remifs and cold about my ſpiri- 
* tual concernments, how wile to 
* lay up a treaſure for my ſelf on 
*carth, and how careleſs in pro- 
* viding for my precious and 1m- 
© mortal Soul. Thou knoweſt 
*how little delight I have had in 
* thy Word and worſhip, how lit- 
©tlezeal there hath beenin me 
© for thine Honour and Glory; 
* how [I have ſatished my ſelf oft- 
©times in holy duties with the 
* work done, not ſuttciently 
*caring whether my communi- 
* on with thee were Improved by 
*my approaching to thee, And 
* when 1 have been about thoſe 
* ſecular 
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© ſecular employments, which 
© thou allowedſt me to be buſted 
©n under the Sun, how little 
© have I ſerved thee in them! Or 
5 hearkned to the directions thou 
haſt given in thy word for men 
© to follow in their worldly la- 
* bours | So that if my eſtate and 
* wealth, and honour, and out- 
* ward Accommodations ſhould 
* prove ſnares unto my ſoul ( as 
© they doto thouſands, P/al, 65, 
©22.) and occaſions of my mif- 
(carrying untoall eternity,l muſt 
*acknowledg thy juſtice, and 
* blame none but my ſelf, who 
© have refuſed to hearken tothy 
© counſail, and would not be per- 


*{waded there was any danger to. 


© be feared in ſuch things. And 
*yet how often have I heard, 
*and read in thy Word, that, 
* the cares of this World and. the 
* deceitfulneſs of Riches do — 

*12E 


> PEI” 


( 60 ) 
* the IVord, ſo that it becomes un- 
© fruitful, ( Mat, 13. 22. ) And 
* thereupon, that thoſe that are 
* rich ſhall very hardly enter 1nto 
© the Kingdom of Heaven ( Mat. 
<©19. 22.24.) How apt have I 
* been fo truſt in uncertain riches, 
* rather than in the living God, 
*(17:i#4.6,17) to make S1]ver 
*and Gold my confidence, and 
©to have my neart ſtollen away 
< from thee? And for thoſe ta- 
<Jents thou haſt truſted me with, 
< how ready havel been to for- 
*get that I am but a ſteward, 
©that notning I haye ( 1 Cor. 6, 
©19, Hoſ. 2.8.9, Hag. 2.10 ) # 
© mine own, but that all 3s thine, 
©and to be diſpoſed of as thou 
* preſcribeſt. For, Lord! What 
have l, that I have not recety- 
Fed, and muſt not be accounta- 
bÞleior: Much thou haſt done for 
* me, more than for thouſands, 
*and 
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£xnd ten thouſands; but where 
© hath been my thankfulneſs, 
*mine obedience, my care to 
© pleaſe thee ſo much the more 
© for all the good thou haſt ſhew- 
*ed me and done for me! Thou 
* haſt reached out to me with a 
< liberal hand, Ay beginning was 
* but ſmall ( Job. 8.7.) and in- 
© conſiderable, but thou hast 
* oreatly increaſed my latter end. 
* What outward Bleſſing, whe- 
© therof eſtate, or of repute, or 
© of health, or oflong life, or of 
* a numerous and hopeful poſte- 
rity, dol want? What a num- 
© ber of dangers, and hazards, 
* (ſal. 107. 23, 24,25.,25.) and 
* troubles by Sea and Land, by 
* Night and Day hatt thou-mer- 
*citully carryed me through ? 
* But ah ! my unthankfulnels, my 
* forgetfulneſs of that God, who 
* hath thus watched over me, and 
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 preferved me, and provided 
© for me and mine, hi Itt hens? And 
© upon whole bounty and gocd- 
© neſs I have lived all my ; days! 
*Ah what poor returns havel 
made for all thatT have receiv- 
*ed. Arethere not many of thy 
* Saints, who, in want,and ſcarci- 
ty of whatl enjoy, have done 
© thee more faithtul fervice, lov- 
ed thee better. been more zeal- 
* ous for thy Glory, yea more 
*thanktu], thanl, in the abun- 
<dance of all that I have enjoy- 
Sed? AhLord! no words are 
© ſufficient tofet out my [ins and 
© the hainouineſs of them, which 
© have been committed; ſome of 
* them again{t Conicience, and 
*knowledg of my duty; ſome of 
5 them oft tailen into, and perſe- 
Tyered in long; forne of them a- 
*gainft many renewed purpoſes 
*and vows of better obedience :; 
call 
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* all of them againſt many calls 
© and invitations from thee to re- 
*turn, and againſt many fignal 
© favours of thine vouchſat*d to 
© me unworthy. Blefled Father! 
«Thou knoweſt my {ins better 
*thanl do, and they are all of 
*themſo many debts, waich are 
* recorded in thy book. Lord, I 
* have nothing at all to pay of 
© thoſe infinite ſummes which T 
oweunto thy dreadful julticez 
:T have no way to make thee any 
<amends or ſatisfaction. Lord, [ 
*do here juds my ſelf ( 1 Cor. tl. 
*31,) worthy of what ever pun- 
© 1ſhment, either in this life, or 
© that which is to come, thy Word 
* hath-denounced againſt ſinners. 
*I deſerve to lye everlaſtingly 
* under thy curſe. If thou ſhould- 
*eſt ſend] meunto Hell, I muſt, 7 
© will juſtifie thee (Pſal, 51.4.) in 
*thy proceedings, and ſay, It is 

*1 
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©? only that have undone my 
© {elt. 

2. The-next thing to be done 
1n order to the ſuing out our par- 
don, 1s, to plead the Satisfaction 
and payment which Chriſt hath: 
made to Divine juſtice for the 
ſins of ſo many as lay hold on 
him, and penitently ſeek pardon 
and favour from God through 
his blood. For, He (Job, 1.29.) 
#s that Lamb of God which taketh 
away the ſins of the world, and his 
blood ſpeaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel doth ({ Heb. 12. 
24.) This is to take ſanctuary at 
the horns of that Altar, from 
which a believing and repenting: 
ſinner ſhall not be pulled away. 


T his islike the eſcaping to the | 


City of refuge from the Avenger 
of blood : Ina word, it is totly 
from God, by flying to him; to 
fly from his juſtice by fiying = 

11s 
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his mercy, ©Lord! I have des 
© ſerved thy wrath, and it might 
© be juſt with thee fo write bitter 
© things againſt me, (Job. 13.26.) 
© for the lins of my youth, and of 
* my riper years. My fins are fo 
© many, my guilt fo black and 
© horrid, that the Devil tempts 
*me to deſpair, and my own 
c heart 1s ready to milgive me, 
cand to tel] me,there 15 no mercy 
© for me, that Icome now too 
< late, and ſhall not be accepted. 
© Andit the mercy and grace that 
© hath been ſo oft offered to me 
© and {lighted by me, ſhould now 
«© be denyed me : 1f now that I 
© come to knock, thou ſhouldeſt 
©bid me depart, and refuſe to 
©take any notice of me, I muſt 
confeſs thou ſhouldeſt be righ- 
©teous, Thou halt called oz me 
* and I have refuſed, thou haſt ma- 
ny atime ſtretched ont thy haud 
©fo 
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C fo me avd T recaried thee not: 
© how juſtly therefore mint T call 
© and not be heard, and jeek thee 
© with importunity and not find 
© thee! (Prov, 1, 24, 25, 28.) 
©Lord, my Conſcience accuſeth 
© me, my own heart condemns 
© meand 1s ready to pals ſentence 
© againi{t me, But, bletied Father! 
© Is not thy grace free, and docſt 
© thou not uſe to beſtow it upon 
*fuch as are both undeſerving 
© and 1lldeſerving too? Doth not 
© the mercy and compaſiion of 
© God as far excced the mercy 
© and compaſlion of the molt ten- 
© der-hearted among the Sons 
© and Daughters of men, as the 
© Heaven is higher than the Earth? 
* (1/4. 55,9.) Halt thou not de- 
© clared that this 1s thy Name, 
© (Exod, 34,5,7.) TheLord, The 
* Lord God merciful and gracious, 
f long ſuffering, and abundant it 
© 000 4® 


> 

EI 
© cvodneſs and truth, keeping mer- 
* cy for thouſands, foreiving ini 
* quity, tranſgreſſun and fin; that 
& je, fins of all ſorts, lins that one 
© hath been habituated in, and 
* accuſtomed unto? Yea and that 
* I might have {trong conjolatios 
© through hope, (Heb. 6.17, 15.) 
* thou haſt ſworn that thou (Ezck. 
©33. 11.) delighteſt not in the 
* death of a frnner, but rather that 
* he ſhould repent. And halt told 
*me that thou blotteſ# out the 
* tranſgreſſions ( Tja, 42. 25.) of 
* ſinners freely for thy own ſake. If 
*ncne ſhould be received to 
©mercy but thoſe that delerved 
*it, and were worthy of itz there 
* would be cauſe indeed for me to 
* wring my hands, and lye down 
*jn horrour and deſpair: But as 
* long as thy grace is free, my un- 
* worthineſs can be no hinder- 
* ange to me from obtaining thy 
* favour, 
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© favour, which thou art wont to 
© ſhew only to unworthy ones for 
*thy names ſake. And though, 
* Holy and Glorious Lord! Iam 
© notable to make the leaſt ſatis- 
© faction, or to pay one farthing 
© of that dreadful ſlumm, where- 
*jn I{tand indebted to thy Juſt- 
< Ice; yet, I am ſure, there hath 
© been a full and complete Satis- 
* faction made to that infinite 
© Juſtice of thine, and that by 
© thine own and ever bleſſed Son, 
*1n behalf of as many poor {in- 
*ners, as, feejing their extreme 
* need of ſuch a Saviour, plead his 
*righteouſneſs, and beg mercy 
< upon his Account, He was de- 
* livered unto death, the cruel 
* and curled death of the Cros 
© for our offences, ( Rom. 4.25.) 
"and was raiſed again for our juſti- 
* fication. He was bruiſed for our 
* iniquities, and the chaſtiſement 


of 
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© of our peace was upon him, and 
* by his ftripes (Iſa. 53.5.) poor 
<{inners are healed. Anal read 
* further in thy word of trueth, 
* that the Lord Jeſus (Heb.7.25.) 
* 3s able to the uttermoſt to ſave all 
* ſuch ( Ah! What a ſweet and 
© comfortable word is that!) AZ 
* ſuch as come to God through him. 
* This is all T have to alledg and 
*ſay for my ſelf, and this 1s e- 
*nough. Lord: I deſire no more, 
* to plead before the Tribunal of 
*thy juſtice but only the fatis- 
«* faction of thy Son. I hope he 
© hath accounted for my ſins, my 
* original fin, my actual rebelli- 
<ons, all thoſe evils that I have 
*been guilty of, and lived fo 
*long 1n, and that therefore they 
* ſhall not be charged upon me. 
© I he blood of Chrift, I know, 
*1s ſufficient to cleanſe from all 
* tins, even thoſe which are as 
© Scarlet. 
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* Scarlet, and as Crimſon {1ja.t. 
£18.) Norisit any preſumption 
* for me,or any poor finner, upon 
* thine<ncouragement) to hope 
© for an intereſt and part in that 
*redemption which that Bleiled 
* Son of thine hath wrought,for [ 
© have learned inthy word, that 
* the {ajv3tion procured by him 
154 common ſalvation{ Judev.3.) 
*not limited and r<{trayned to a 
© few only, bat purchaſed for, 
*and oficred to af} that will; and 
*wholoever will 1s bidden #0 
* come, and take of the water of 
* life freely ( Rev. 22.17. ) and 
* whoſoever is a thirſt to buy with- 
* out money and without price{1/a. 
*55, 1.) And though I am an 
© hairous ſinner ( as TI muſt con- 
* tels;) yet Lord! Have not ma- 
*ny grievous and horrid finners 
* been received unto mercy? I he 
© /\poſtle ipeaking of himiclt and 
* other 
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* *other believers that had found 


* METCY, faith, ( Tit. 3-3.) We 
© our ſelves were ſometime fooliſh, 
© diſobedient, ferving divers luſts 
* and pleefore living in malice 
© and envy. hateful and hating one 
* another. And the ſame Holy A- 
© poſtle te]ls the Corizthizans that 
* {ome of them who had formerly 
* been fornicatours, adulterers, 
f theeves, urunkards,covet0rs,exr- 
* fortioners,and guilty 0) Fother f. al 
and horrid ſins, (1 Cor. 6: 5,TO, 
xx.) were yer, _ oh grace, 
e waſhed,and juſt ified.and [pardon- 
© ed, and ſanctified. What an infi- 
*nite number of poor finners, 
* have been healed and cleanſed 
© by the Blood of the Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt; And indeed, What caſe 
© can be deſperate, when ſuch a 
«< Phylician 1s pleaſed to under- 
*take the Cure? And thoughl 
*come thus late, and even almoſt 
*at 


S 


*at the eleventh hour, yet why «| c, 


* ſhould I deſpair as long asT hear 


* my dear Lord and Saviour cal- | 


©ling me, and ſaying unto me, 
© Come: Come thou that are weary 
* and heavyladen., (Mat, 11 28.) 
*Return thou backſliding fou], 
Fand I will heal thee. I come, 
©Lord, as well as my feeble 
* {trength will permit 5 Draw me 
* and Twill run faſter, (Cant 1.4.) 
I would fain believe ( 21r, 9. 


©24.) help me againſt my anve- | 


© lief, Make me partaker of thy 
© pardoning grace. Oh! Happy 
© are they whoſe iniquities are for- 
* grven,and whoſe ſins are covered! 
*(C Pſal. 32.1.2, Bleſſed are they 
© to whom God imputes not their 
* /iz, Blefiled are they between 
* whom and thy wrath, Chriſt in- 
*terpoſeth himſcltas a skreen, to 
* keep them from the heat of thy 
* ttery indignation. And Oh! Let 
*me 
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* me be ſo happy as to have a part 
*in this priviledg; then will I 
* ting, (P/al.16.6.) The lines are 
© faln to me in apleaſant place, and 
* Thave 4 goodly beritage ſor God 
© 5 mp portion, What is long lite, 
*and honour, and a great Eſtate, 
* or aty thing, or all things thar 
*this world affords, it my tins 
<ſhould be charged upon me; and 
*T be fent to prifon,t11l Thad paid 
*every farthing of the debt I owe 
*to thy juſtice? What good will 
< all theſe things do me.it I be not 

juſtified, and pardoned, and re- 
©ceived into thy favour through 

* Chriſt? Oh, for Chriſt's ſake let 
© me be remembred with the mercy, 
© (with this mercy) thou ſheweFt to 

* thy choſen ones; Oh! Viſit we with 
* thy ſalvation (Pſal. 106.4.) Save 
*me from my lins, and by thy 
* grace I will be thy tervant, and 
* own thee for my Lord; mySou], 

JD *and 
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* and Body and Eſtate, and all 1 
* have fhall beat thy command. 


© Oh! Save me, and I ſhall glorihie | 


* thee, and ling Hallelu-jah to 
* thee with all thy Redeemed 
* ones, to all Eternity, 

3, The Thirdand laſt thing to 
be done in order to a preparation 
tor our comtortable departure 
hence, is,daily to g7ve all diligence 
fo make our eleFion ture, (2 Pct, 
I. 10. ) that 1s, tolabour to get 
lome evidence, ( which will not 
deceive us ) that we are of the 
number of thoſe for whom that 
iuheritance in Heaven.which js in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and never- 
fadeth away, is reſerved (1 Pet. 1, 
4. How this may be done the A- 

oltle tells us, viz, by making our 
effetnal calling ſure (2 Pet. 1.10.) 
So that it we can get ſome infall}- 
ble evidence of ourV ocation, we 
may ſafely from thence conclude 
Qur 
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our Election from all eternity, & 
{o our Salvation inthe world to 
come !. And how cheerfully may 
he lay down this earthly tabernacle, 
that knows. when it 7s diſſolved, he 
hath a building of God, an houſe 
not made with hands.eternal inthe 
Heavens (2Cor.5,1.) 

W hat the ſigns of ctfectualCal- 
ling are, will ealily be diſcerned, 
if we do but conl:ider what effe- 


Ctual Calling 1s, and wherein it 


doth conliſt, And 1t 1s nothing but 
this: v7z. 

A Blefled work of Gods Al- 
mighty power and free grace, 
whereby poor miſerable ſinners, 
whom he hath a favour for, and 
who, by naturelye dead in trel- 
paſles and ſins among the reſt of 
mankind, are made, 1n his due 
time, to hear the voyce of His 
Word and Spirit; ſo that their 
eyes are opened, their hearts are 

D 2 changed 
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changed and renewed, and they 
ſo hearken to his Call, that they 
are (Jeh. 6.44.) drawn off from 
their {ins and vanities, unto com- 
munion with himſelt by Faith 
in his Son, and give up them- 
{elves wholly to be at his com- 
mand. 

Effe&ual Vocation therefore 
makes a manifeſt and a mervail- 
ous change ina man, from what 
le was betore : Helees thele ſpt- 
ritual and eternal things, within 
the vail which were formerly 
hidden from his eyes, his heart 
love's and cloſes with thoſe ob- 


jects, which formerly, as he had 


2o hiyhrot,ſo he had no attections 
tor: And there 1s, 1n a manner, as 
muchditierence between the man 
and himſelf, as there was betwixt 
Lazarus lying inthe grave, and 
Lazaras rifing and coming forth 
at the call of Chriſt, 


A man 
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A man may therefore certain- 
ly know hisEttectualVocation by 
hve ligns. viz. 

1. The frame and temver of 
his heart toward {ing from which 
he is called oft. 

2. The workings of his Soul 
toward God, who doth to graci- 
ouſly call him to Himlelf. 

3. The value and price ne puts 
upon Chriſt, through whom he 
hopes for acceptance. 

4. Theeſteem he hath of Gods 
Ordinances, the means whereby 
his efictual Vocation hath been 
wrought. 

5. The refpect he bears. to Gods 
precepts. which are the Ruleof 
Lite to all that are called. 

He that acals 1mpartially in the 
examination of himſelt upon 
theſe particulars cannot be de- 
ceived, 

The ftirft f1gn.is the frame of our 
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hearts toward lin, which, if we be 
eif:ctually called, will be this: 
God in this ble{led work of Vo- 
cation, calls us off from {in unto 
communion with Himſelf. And 
therefore the perſon that 1s ca]- 
led efieftually, looks upon all 
[in with deteſtation, as knowing, 
nothing ſeparates between God 
and him.but that only:he is much 
infearching, and examination of 
himſclt.and that impartially,that 
te may tind out whatever he hath 
cone amiſs, ſo far as he can; com- 
pares, (for that end, (his like with 
Gods molt perfect Law, yea and 
begs of Gad earncitly, with De- 
zid, (Pjal.139.23 )to ſearch him, 
and diſcover to him, if there be any 
wayof wickedneſs in him He hum- 
bles himſelt deeply before God 
tor all the evil he finds in his 
heart and life. He repents untain- 
ealy,and ſhews his repentance by 
a godly 
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a godly ſorrow,mourning chiefly 
becauſe he hath offended God. 
Helabours to make what amends 
he can,by doingGod fo much the 
more ſervice In his place, for the 
future,and by making Satzsfad#- 
0n and Reſtitution where hisCon- 


ſcience tells him he hath wrong- 
ed or injured any perſon(Lk.19.,. 


8.) Hefirmly refolves by Gods 
grace to look better to his ſteps, 
the reſidue of his days; and to 
fight and watch againſt all (ip, his 
ſpecial fins eſpecially, as being 
the Bane of his Soul, and working 
all his woe. To that purpole (in 
ſenſe of his own weakneſs ) he 
ſends up ardent: and: frequent 
cries to Heaven, for help and aſ- 
fiſtance,and with all importunity 
begs pardon through the blood 
of Chriſt, Heis grieved to ſee 
God offended by others, ſpecial- 
Iy by thoſe whom he loves; and 
FI 1m 
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improves his authority and pows- 
er, where he hath any, for no- 
thing more, than the ſuppreſſing 
of (it, ſpecially in his family, and 
in them over whom God hath 
given him any charge. In a word, 
the perion effectually called 1s 
troubled tor nothing more then 
{in, hates nothing more; there is 
nothing he would fo fain be rid 
of, as that body of {1n, and death, 
he carries about with himz cryes 
out with the Apoſtle, ( Rome. 7. 
24 MPretched manthat T amnz who 
Pall deliver me? S11 1s that which 
te beareth and groneth under as 
his greatelt burden, which he 
prayes againſt, watcheth and 
ſtrives againſt to his very laſt, 
and would count it as his greateſt 
happineſs tou be frecd from. 

2. For the workings of his foul 
toward God; they are theſe, and 
ich like 1n one that is eficctually 
called, viz, Though 
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Though once he had but low 
thoughts of God and of his love, 
and prized the favour of men 
more; and. ſo he might keep in 
with men, God was hardly,to any 
purpoſe.in his thoughts: yet now 
through grace, 1t 1s otherwiſe 
with him. He ſets an infinite price 
and vaiuve upon Gods tavour.and 
fully atlents unto the PlalmiltCpſ. 
4. 6.) Many ſay who will ſhew us a» 
ny good, but Lord lift thou up the 
light of thy countenance upon me, 
and that ſhall cauſe agladneſs in 
my foul greater than any the men of 
this World have, when their Corn 
and Oyl, and all their earthly con- 
tentments do moſt increaſe. And as 
he delires and pants after nothing 
more then Gods love, {o he bear- 
cth to God a love as Frome as 
death:(Cant.$.6. ).ov's him with 
all his heart and ſirerngth and 


 #ight, (Aatt.22.37.) Loy's him 
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more then wife, children, relatt- 
ons, more then his eſtate and 
wealth. He faith with the Pſalm- 
iſt (?ſal.73.25,) Whom haveT in 
Heaven but thee, and what 3s there 
upon Earth that T deſire beſtde thee? 
He pants after Communion with 
God, as the Hart brayes after the 
water-brooks, (Pſal. 42.1. ) And 
this love he bears to God ſhews 
it ſelf in his ſincere Atection and 
love to all Gods people, and his 
readineſs to do all offices of love 
tothem,as he is able,(1 Joh,5.1,) 
He that loveth him that begot, lov- 
eth him alſo that is begotten of him, 
And hereby do we krow that we 
are tranſlated from death to life, if 
we love the brethren (1 Joh.3.14.) 

3. A man may know himſelf to 
be effecrually called and ſo ele@- 
ed by the elteem he hath of-Jelſus 
Chriltz for he puts a value upon 
him no leſs then iutinite, And the 
rea- 


(83) 


reaſon is plain:ſuch perſons, how-. 


ever once they accounted not 
much of Chriſt (like unto others 
thatare unregenerate,) and con- 
ceited they could have made a 
ſhift without him, yet now they 
ſee an excellency in him, that 


makes him in their eyes the chief- 


eff of ten thouſand, (Cant.5 10.) 
and inwardly feel a need of him 


greater than can be exprefſled. 


and uttered, Now with the Apo- 


{tle, ( Phil. 3.8. ) they connt all 


things but droſs and dogs-meat in 
compariſon of Chriſt. Their ſouls are 
ever ſick of love nnto hint.(Cant.5. 


8.) All their- hope and Conk- - 
dence 1s placed in him; all their 
Expetationsare fronihim:They. 
utterly renounce all- their own . 


righteouſneſs, and: hope for. ac- 


ceptance with the Father meerly: 


ah alone upon his account. Aﬀ- 


ter an intereſt in hisrighteouſneſs:- 


they, 
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they hunger and thirſt, They 
placeall theirhappineſs ix having 
himto be theirs, and in their be- 
ing his,'Cant.2. 16. YM beloved is 
mine, and I am his, laith the 
Church, and that was all ſhe ca- 
red for. In a word Chrilt js to the 
pcrſon cftecually called, AY in 
All (Col.3.11.)Heis Atohimin 
the enjoyment of AZ; All that he 
hath is unpleatant to him, and 
wants.1ts taſte and relitÞ, it he jn- 


309! aQt ChriſtzHe i 15 Alto him m1 


theywant of Ali: The have Chriſt 
he wants nothing: He can lind in 
Him All that his ſoul delires. So 
grcat15ius attegion ro Him. ; 

zþ. A;Man may Satan 2certain 
&videnge of bis eticcigalCalling 
by the account allo: he makes of 
Gods ordinances. For Ar one 


» al ugg; his Jabesty to: enjoy them 
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bernacles, O Lord of Hoſts | IT had 
rather be a door keeper there, them 
to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs, 
(Pſal.84.1 JHe finds an unſpeak- 
able need that his ſoul hath of 
them. Job could no more live(Job 
23.12.) without the word of God, 
then his body could ſubſiſt without 
his daily food. He grievs for want 
of them, more then for want of 
his chietelt accommodations: 
Hence is that Promiſe., which 
ſhews what 1s. in' the heart of a 
gracious perion: ( Iſa. 3,29.) 
Though the Lord give you the bread 
of adverjity, and the water of afs 
jflidtion,yet jhall mot thy teachers. be 
rexroved inte a-corner any mare; 
but thine eyes ſhall jee thy teachers. 
Implymg,thatſtoa gracious foul) 
the enjoying of God in his ordi- 
nances will make amends for the 
want- of. terporal mercies and 
camforis. And we read. that 
W JEN 
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when David. was baniſhed from 
Jeruſalem, by reaſon of Abſolons 
riſing upin rebellion againſt him, 
this wasthe thing which chictly 
troubled him, and went unto his 
heart,that he could ot ſee ( P/al, 
42.1,2,3,4,) God, andenjoy him 
in his SanQuary, as he was wont 
to do- 

5. A fifth trial of a mans effect- 
ual Calling,is the reſpeCt he hath 
to Gods commandments. For 
ſuch a one will defire to know 
and be acquainted with all Gods 
Will, ſpecially that part which 
concerns his own duty moſt; His 
Query will be (A4@. 9.6.) Lord 
what would ſt thou have me dot He 
will not allow himſelf in the neg- 
let of any thing which Gad re- 
quires,nor pick and chuſe among 
Gods precepts, thoſe which are 
molt eaſte, and leaſt dangerous, 
and ſuit beſt with his own diſpo- 
I1t1on 
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ſition, or intereſt, and ſhow his 0- 
bedience only there: Indeed,that 
15no obedience at all; for there is 
no man ſo bad but doth ſome. 
thing which God requires, and 
abſtains from ſome fins which. 
God forbid's, He is no good Ser- 
vant that will do but what he 
lIiſt,ofthat which his Mafter com- 
mands, And though no perfection 
is attainable in this life, yet the 
ſincere Chriſtian pants and 
breathes after perfection; prays 
daily for more grace, to ſerve 
God better,ſets himſelf no ſtint, is 
humbled deeply for his daily 
failings, begs for pardon, and 
runs to Chriſt for ſtrength to do 
better, without whom he knows he 
can do nothing, (Joh.15.5.) And 
thus, by ſhewing his ſincere reſpe? 
to all Gods Commandments (Pſal. 
119.6.) of firit and fecond Table 
both (though he can perform 
none 
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none of them as he deſires ) he 
gets ſome comfortable evidence 
to his own ſoul, that he ſball zever 
periſh and be confounded. 

He that can by theſe l1gns prove 
his efftectual calling, may ſafely 
from thence conclude his electi- 
On, for ſo the Apoſtle teacheth 
us (2 Pet, 1.10,)where he bids us 
but make our calling ſure,and we 
have all under one made our e- 
letion fure too. And he that can 
do thus, may be conhdent upon 
good ground, that death, whe- 
ther it come tyoner. or later can- 
not hurt him:yea that death ſhall 
be {G fr from doing bim any pre- 
jadice, tat it inall be for his 
preatclt advantage. 
| Ifanv ihould think the forcgo- 
ng ltgas ſerve only tor thoſe of 
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erace 4 a grain of muſtardſeed, 
It will diſcover it lclt by loving 
God above all, by putting ſuch a 
value upon Chriſt, as upon no- 
thing more, by being grieved at 
the very heart tor (in, and hating 
It with a perfect deteſtation, by 
prizing highly thule Ordinances 
whereby God admits us (here) 
unto communion with himtelf;by 
loving all Gods people deer!y, 
and {thewing reſpect to a!l his 
precepts, without allowing and 
induſging our ſelves 1n any {1n, 
He that loves God and Chrilt et- 
ther leſs than, or but as much as, 
iome other thing, cannot truely 
be ſaid to love him at all. As he 
that loves his Wite, or his Cinld, 
but as he loves an Horle, or a 
Dog, hath certainly neither the 
attection of an Husband, nor of a 
Father in him. The leaſt meaſure 
of the true love of God is to Jove 
him 
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him above all; the leaſt meaſure 
of true ſorrow for {in is to grieve 
for it more then any thing elle: 
The loweſt degree of true obe- 
dience.is,to have reſpect unto all 
Gods precepts. 

W hen we have laboured thus 
to make our calling and election 
lure (for both are done with one 
and the ſame labour ) there re- 
mains nothing further incumbent 
upon us in order to our comfort- 
able ſurrendring our ſouls into 
the hands of Gad, at the time of 
our death, but to be daily exerci- 
ſing thoſe two main graces of 
Faith and Repentance, till the 
hour ot our appointed change do 
come, The exerciſe of them con- 
liſts in theſe fourParticulars. 

1, Inſearching our hearts and 
lives daily, to find out what hath 
been amils in either ; for -which 
purpoſe, weareto view our felvs 
often 


(97) 
often in the glaſs of Gods pure 
and pertect law. 

2 [ln labouring to be more and 
more deeply humbled for our 
miſcarriages, and to work our 
hearts yet to a greater meaſure of 
godly ſorrow tor them, and ha- 
tred of them. 

3.[n ſtirring up our ſelves to be- 
lieve, and labouring toſtrength- 
en our faith, by the conſiderati- 
on of the freeneſs of Gods grace, 
and the infinite value of Chriſts 
Satisfaction, which 1s ſufficient 
to make an Atonement for the 
greateſt Sinners. To which pur- 
pofe we muſt be meditating ever 
and anon upon the Covenant of 
Grace, wherein nothing at all 1s 
required to make us partakers of 
Chriſt and his Benefits, but that 
(Joh,1.12.) we accept and be wil- 
ling : Chriſt ſhall for certain be 
ours, and, with him, we ſhall have 
Heaven 
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Heaven and eternal happineſs, if 
we be willing heartily to accept 
him as he is oftered in theGoſfpel, 
that is, (AF.5.31.) to be our King 
and Prophet, as well as our Prieſt 
and Saviour. He that will,let him 
take of the Water of Life freely. 
(Rev, 22,179,) We mult conſider 
10w many wretched and forlorn 
Ginners, ſome of which have come 
1n at the eleventh hour, have been 
received to mercy 3 and that it is 
Gods way to ſhew mercy only to 
unworthy ones, (Rom,5.205,)that 
his grace may be the more mag- 
nifted. We muſt remember and 
ponder oft.that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the Wold on purpole to ſeck 
and ſave thoſe that are loſt , ( Luk. 
I9,10.) and that he hath promit- 
ed, None that come to him fhall te 
rejeFed or caſt oft.( Joh. 6,37.) 

4, Laltly in frequent and &ar- 
neſt Prayer,tor pardon of lin,tor 
the 
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the graces we find wanting, for 
the {trengthning of ourFaith,and 
reſolution of all holy obedience, 
for help againſt the tentationsof 
Satan(Pſal. 19.12.) Lord, who car 
underſtand his errours,cleanſe thou 
me from my ſecret faults. Pardon 
to me all the ſins I know by my 
ſelf, and all thoſe fins which thou 
haſt taken notice of, that I have 
not obſerved, Work me to a tho- 
row and ſaving Humiliation, 
{ſtrengthen my weak Faith,( ar. 
9.24.) help my unbeleif, Lord! Is 
not the blood of Chriſt,if it were 
applyed to my ſoul, ſufficient to 
tetch out the ſtains of all my fins? 
I know it is, Is not thy Mercy 
free? And haſt not thou bidden 
me, Come without money, (Iſa. 5. 
r. ) and incouragedall that will 
come. to hope for mercy? Lord)I 
would fain repent better,and be- 
lieve better,and love thee better, 


and 
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and obey better + But what can] 
.do without thy grace ? Oh! Let 
thy ſpirit help my infirmity, Ido 
delire to lay hold on the Scepter 
of thy Mercy. Oh!Deny not thy 
mercy to me, Kill my fins that my 
foul may live. Tread Satan under 
my fect, help me againlt his fiery 
darts. Let me not be overcome 
with his tentations to diftidence, 
and diſtruſt, Help me to believe, 
and repcnt, and pray, and wait, 
and to continue knocking at the 
door of grace till my laſt gaſp, 

In fc, exerciſes, and medita- 
ticns as theſe, ſome part of every 
day ſhould be ſpent. And though 
it ſhould fo fall out, that we at- 
tain not to that meaſure and de- 
gree of Allurance, which we de- 
fire; yet we need not be difcou- 
raged,but are to hold on praying 
anJ knocking, and waltitg, and 
to throw our ſelves into the 

Arms 
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Arms of Jeſus Chriſt, bleeding 
inwardly for all our unkindneſ- 
ſes to him, beleeching and beg- 
ging of him that he would pats 
them by. 

He that lives and dyes pray- 
ing, and repenting, and beliey- 
ing, and crying for mercy 


through Chriſt, and doth fo fin- 
cerely (though haply he obtain 
not that comfort which God 
vouchſateth to ſome others) can- 
not miſcarry. 


Places 


EEE EEEDEY 


Places of Scripture to be often 
read, and meditated on, 


HE 22. 31, 32. chapters of Fob. 
The 38. 39,42,49,51,62,71,73,85, 
89, 90, 94, IC3, 116, 119,139,143,135. 
Pſalms. 
The 3. chap, of Prov. 
The 12 chap. of Eccleſiaſtes. 
The 38, 53, 55, 5. of Iſa. 
The5.6,7,13,18,19,25,26,27, of Matt, 
The 12. 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, of Luke. 
The 7, 8, of the Epiti. to the Rom, 
The 15. of 1 Cor. 
The 14.15, 16, 17. of Febn, 
The 5, of 2 Cor 
Tic g. 5: of 1 Thef. 
Thc6. out 1 Tim, 
T hc 2, of Tir. 
T he 14. 12. of Heb. 
The 2.3, of fames, | 
The titt Epitile of Fob. 
The 2. 3, 21, 22, of Revel, 
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